In recent years, rapid testing of pure cultures of bacteria for biochemical and physiological characters has been a point of great interest to clinicians and to microbial geneticists and taxonomists. The replicate plate technique (J. Lederberg and E. M. Lederberg, J. Bacteriol. 63:399, 1952 Appl. Microbiol. 16:151, 1968) .
With multipoint inoculators, one can control to some degree the size of microdrop inocula; in addition, there are substantial savings in time and materials when this inoculator is used for transferring large numbers of cultures. However, each of the various inoculators which have been described has certain drawbacks, mainly because of the specificity of the design for a given application.
A method for introducing bacteria into separate test tubes was suggested by Quadling and Colwell (C. Quadling and R. R. Colwell, Can. J. Microbiol. 10:87, 1964) . A modification of that inoculator has been constructed for simultaneous multiple inoculation of agar plates. The device consists of a 4-inch (10.2 cm) square brass or stainless steel plate y8 inch (3.2 mm) thick, with 25 stainlesssteel prongs 1 inch (2.54 cm) long and .16 inch (1.6 mm) in diameter evenly spaced on the plate (Fig. 1) . A handle affixed to the back of the plate permits easy manipulation of the inoculator (Fig.  2) . Although the inoculator was originally designed for use with the divided petri dish produced by Dyos Plastics Ltd., Surbiton, Surrey, England (P. H. A. Sneath and M. Stevens, J. Appl. Bacteriol. 30:495, 1967) , appropriate spacing of the prongs will permit use of the multipoint inoculator with petri dishes of any shape or size. The inoculator is noncorrosive, easily cleaned, and autoclavable. The prongs of the inoculator are beveled at the tips, thus minimizing accidental spattering or cross-contamination of inoculum during transfer.
The volume of the drop size delivered by needles 2 mm in diameter has been estimated to be ca. 0.0006 ml, with a standard deviation of 13% (P. The multipoint inoculator-divided petri dish technique has been used in our laboratory for the past few months. The efficiency and ease of operation have been sufficiently impressive that the bulk of taxonomic data for pure cultures of bacteria are now obtained by this method.
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